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ON PAPER, ON CANVAS AND ON FILM
Two artists in Paris once more

Franciszka Themerson, born in Warsaw, 1907 – 1988 
and Stefan Themerson, born in Płock, Poland, 1910 – 1988

The two avant-garde artists, Franciszka and Stefan Themerson whose exhibition we celebrate 
at RCM galerie, are no strangers to Paris. They lived in Paris during the late 1930s. Their 
publishing company, Gaberbocchus Press, was celebrated in1956 by La Hune in St Germain 
with an exhibition throughout the bookshop, and for many years, they were both members of 
the ‘Collège de Pataphysique.' Also, their 1932 film about the tragedy of Europe made in 1931 
and called Europa could have been seen at the Pompidou. 

Even though they lived in London, Paris was a part of their lives.

They were both filmmakers, but Franciszka was primarily a painter and stage designer, and 
Stefan a writer. Their work together resulted in the publishing company, Gaberbocchus Press 
(1947 –79), as well as the first London club for artists and scientists to meet, called the 
Common Room (1957 – 59). The history of this club, which has just been published as a 
book, will be in the exhibition.

The exhibition concentrates on Franciszka's work not only on canvas or with pen and ink on 
paper, but also on her design for the first international exhibition of computer art: Cybernetic 
Serendipity at the Institute of Contemporary Arts in London in 1968. Apart from the first 
design for the poster and cover of the catalogue, reissued by Studio International, one can see 
the evidence of her interest in the relationship of art and technology, usually treated with 
humour and demonstrating inventions, missing even now in the real world. 

Line is of the essence in these works, also lightness of touch and the possibility that an image 
can have several meanings.

Even though they lived in London, France was very much a part of their lives, and this is their 
first exhibition at the RCM Galerie.

--Jasia Reichardt

Stefan Themerson 
portrait of Franciszka Themerson, c 1930
gelatin silver print
17.5 x 21.5 cm

Stefan Themerson 
self portrait, c 1930
gelatin silver print
17.5 x 21.5 cm



Franciszka Themerson 
Room, 1959
pen and ink on paper
25.5 x 35.5 cm

Franciszka Themerson 
Three figures with architecture, 1957
pen and ink on paper
24 x 39.5 cm



Franciszka Themerson
Tall building; two mean above, five men below, 1956
pen and ink on paper
35.5 x 25 cm

Franciszka Themerson
Three men with building blocks, 1956
pen and ink on paper 
35.5 x 25.5 cm



Franciszka Themerson 
Man explaining the planes, 1959
pen and ink on pale grey paper
25 x 37.5 cm

Franciszka Themerson 
New architecture
pen and ink on tinted paper 
25 x 38 cm



Franciszka Themerson  
New architecture  
pen and ink on tinted paper  
25 x 38 cm

Franciszka Themerson 
New architecture
pen and ink on tinted paper 
25 x 38 cm



Stefan Themerson, 
photogram, 1928
gelatin silver print mounted on card
25 x 35 cm

Stefan Themerson 
Untitled, 1928-29
gelatin silver print on paper
30 x 21.5 cm



Stefan Themerson, 
photogram, circa 1930
gelatin silver print
25 x 35 cm

Stefan Themerson, 
photogram, 1933
gelatin silver print
35 x 25 cm



Stefan Themerson, 
photogram, circa 1930
gelatin silver print
25 x 35 cm

Stefan Themerson, 
photogram, circa 1930
gelatin silver print
25 x 35 cm



Still from the film Europa, 1931 Still from the film The Eye and the Ear, 1945 



Franciszka Themerson
poster for the exhibition Cybernetic Serendipity, 
1968 



Franciszka Themerson
I'm all at sea, 1974
acrylic on unprimed canvas 
25 x 17.5 cm

Franciszka Themerson
untitled, 1973 
acrylic and ink on unprimed canvas
42 x 31.5 cm



Franciszka Themerson 
Ascending or descending, 1973
acrylic on unprimed canvas 
25 x 40 cm



Franciszka Themerson
Figure between red and blue
oil pastel on paper
64 x 49.5 cm

Franciszka Themerson
Woman, surprised, 1986
oil pastel on paper
63 x 47 cm



Stefan Themerson
three untitled drawings, c 1970
ink on paper
30 x 20 cm (appx)
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SHORT BIOGRAPHY
Franciszka Themerson (1907-1988)
Stefan Themerson (1910-1988)

Franciszka Themerson was born in Warsaw in 1907, the daughter of painter Jakub Weinles, and pianist Łucja Kaufman. She grew up in a world filled with art. She studied painting at Warsaw 
Academy of Art and graduated with honours in 1931.

Stefan Themerson was born in Płock in 1910, son of a family doctor. In 1928 he moves to Warsaw. After a year studying physics, he transfers to the School of Architecture at the Polytechnic. He 
abandons architecture for writing and begins experimenting with photography, photo-collages and photograms.

Franciszka met Stefan met in 1929 and married in 1931. The Themersons played a major role in the history of experimental cinema and photography in 1930s Warsaw. Their significance for the 
development of the Polish avant-garde film is enormous.

They co-founded the Polish Film-makers’ Co-operative 1935. They edited and published its journal, f.a. (art film) in 1937. Visiting Paris and London 1936/37, they met Moholy-Nagy, John 
Grierson, Len Lye and other filmmakers, and took their work back to Warsaw. In 1938 the Themersons moved to Paris, wanting to be at the heart of the art world. Two days after the start of the 
Second World War, they both volunteered for the Polish army. In 1940 Franciszka escaped by moving to London with the Polish government-in exile; Stefan served as a soldier in France, ending 
up in a Polish Red Cross hostel in Voiron, 1940-42. It was during this time that he wrote his first novel, Professor Mmaa’s Lecture. After two years of separation, they were reunited in London in 
1942. They made two more films, 1942-44.

In the event, the War had brought them to London permanently. Following their two last films, funded by the Polish Government in exile, they chanelled these creative energies into making books 
together.
In 1948 the Themersons founded a publishing house: the Gaberbocchus Press. During the next 30 years they published over sixty titles, including first English translations of European writers 
(among them, Jarry, Queneau, Heine's Versions and Perversions), as well as the work of Jankel Adler, Apollinaire, Schwitters, Stevie Smith, Bertrand Russell — the list goes on. Gaberbocchus 
books were also celebrated for their original design.

Through the 1960s and 1970s, the Press also published Stefan’s work — philosophical novels, poetry, essays and an opera, as well the children's books they made together. The recurring focus of his 
works is on ethics, language, freedom, human decency. His books have been translated into eight languages.

Over the same years and until her death, Franciszka also pursued her independent life as a painter. Many major exhibitions of her work were held. As art director of Gaberbocchus, she designed 
and illustrated many of the titles. As a designer, she created an award-winning production of Jarry’s Ubu Roi for the Stockholm marionette theatre in 1964, and drew a brilliant comic strip version 
of UBU, 1969/70. In 1979, Gaberbocchus Press was taken over by the publishing house De Harmonie in Amsterdam.

Franciszka Themerson died in London in June 1988, Stefan Themerson in September 1988.

There were many major exhibitions of Franciszka Themerson’s art in: Gallery One, London (1957 and 1959); Drian Gallery, London (1963); Zachęta, Warsaw (1964); Whitechapel Art Gallery 
(1975); Nordjyllands Kunstmuseum, Aalborg, Denmark (1991); Royal National Theatre, London (1993); Imperial War Museum (1994); Kordegarda, Warsaw (1998); l’étrangère, London (2016); 
Łaźnia Centre for Contemporary Art, Gdańsk (2019); Tate Gallery, London (2024); Ben Uri Gallery, London (2025).
Major exhibitions of the Themersons and the Gaberbocchus Press were held in La Hune, Paris (1956); Muzeum Sztuki, Łódź, Poland (1981); La Boetie, New York (1993); Bibliothèque Nationale, 
Paris (1996); Galerie Signe, Heerlen, The Netherlands (1998); Camden Arts Centre London (2016); Catapult, Antwerp, (2018); London Centre for Book Arts, (2025).



The Themersons in Franciszka’s studio, c. 1960. 
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